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 MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
 

MONDAY September 11 (date change) 

Conference Room #F-138 

11:30 coffee and conversation   

12:00 program 

 
 A GOOD OLD-FASHIONED ACTION 

MEETING 

 

After our highly successful August membership meeting, 
attended by 36 people, the Board has decided to spend 
September focused on our amazing committee work.  But 
instead of just hearing presentations from our Committee 
Chairs, we're going to open the meeting to a round-table 
discussion from and for all our attendees! 
 

Did you know that our six program committees are 
working on at least 16 (count 'em - sixteen) discrete top-
ics?  Covering all topics in one hour is going to look a bit 
like speed-dating - but you'll never know when the perfect 
topic will pop up for you.  DO COME! 

 

MONDAY October 2  

Conference Room #F-138 

11:30 coffee and conversation   

12:00 program 

 

Critical Thinking! 

Featuring: 
HEATHER FURMIDGE  
MARY C. MORGAN        

( see p. 2  for information about the speakers) 
 

Wondering about "fake news?"  Worried you are narrowing 
the scope of your reading?  Concerned that it is getting 
harder and harder to listen to opinions different from your 
own?  Critical thinking skills are not a silver bullet and won't 
solve all our problems.  But they can help guide us to 
broadening our vision and sorting out what we are hearing 
with a little more clarity.  Join us for a brief presentation 
about basic critical thinking skills and an opportunity to ap-
ply them.  The world needs critical thinking more than ever. 

  
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  

2017 FALL KICK-OFF 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

5:00-7:00 PM 

MCINNIS PARK CLUB RESTAURANT 

350 Smith Ranch Road, San Rafael 
 

  

Join us for a “State of  

the League” update.  

Light refreshments, 

presentation of  

Community Service 

Award, and a panel 

presentation on immi-

gration in Marin 

GUEST SPEAKERS: 

Jose Varela - Marin County Public Defender 

Maria Niggle  -  Chair of The West Marin  

       Collaborative 

Omar Carrera - Executive Director, Canal  

Alliance 

Diana Bishop - Chief, San Rafael Police  

       Department 

To reserve a spot:  Go to our 

webpage marinlwv.org or call 

415-507-0824 

$10 donation will help offset 

costs! 

 2017 Community Service Award 

presentation posthumously to 

Dietrich Stroeh, a well-known 

leader in the Novato community 

and late President of the Golden 

Gate Bridge District Board of 

Directors.    
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THEvoter    
  SOME MORE INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS FOR  
MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON OCT. 2 
 

 
HEATHER FURMIDGE was the Program Di-
rector for Master Class 40 and a graduate of 
Master Class 34, a program of the Environ-
mental Forum of Marin.  She is a lifelong Bay 
Area resident with nearly 30 years of experi-
ence managing products and strategies for 
companies like Apple, Netscape, and Tech 

TV.  She graduated from Stanford University with a BA in 
International Relations and earned an MBA in Telecom-
munications from the University of San Francisco.  She 
went through the Master Class program over eight years 
ago and found it then – and continues to find it – a com-
pletely transformative program.  She has worked with the 
Forum in varying capacities every year since – with the 
goal of continuing the work of training citizen advocates 
to protect and restore California’s and Marin’s unique 
ecology.  
 

Heather serves on the board of the Marin Conservation 
League and volunteers for the Point Blue Conservation 
Science’s STRAW program – Students and Teachers Re-
storing a Watershed. 
 

 

MARY C. MORGAN is a retired San 
Francisco Superior Court Judge and 
graduate of Master Class 40, a pro-
gram of the Environmental Forum 
of Marin.  Her career on the bench 
spanned 30 years.  She was a lead-

er in judicial education, designing and teaching courses, as 
well as serving as Assistant Dean of the California Judicial 
College.  Mary received her B.A. from Smith College and 
her J.D. from N.Y.U. School of Law where she was a Root-
Tilden Scholar.   
 
Mary has lived in Point Reyes Station since her retirement 
in 2011.  Actively involved in the community, she is a 
member of Mainstreet Moms, a citizen advocacy organi-
zation, and works with Marin Clean Energy to spread the 
word about renewable energy as a way to combat climate 
change.  She also works with the Community Land Trust of 
West Marin (CLAM) to develop affordable housing for 
people who live and work in West Marin.   She serves on 
the board of West Marin Senior Services.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

SMART opening day ceremonies, 
trains draw crowds 
 

By Mark Prado 

  

SANTA ROSA  It was all aboard Friday morning for 
backers of the $500 million Sonoma-Marin Area 
Rail Transit system who came to Santa Rosa to 
cheer on the start of the fledgling commuter rail 
line and help launch its first official service. 
After ceremonies, hundreds of people rushed onto a 
SMART VIP train at about 11 a.m. that ran from its 
downtown Santa Rosa Station at Railroad Square to 
Cotati and back. Cheers erupted onboard as the 
train lurched forward to begin its inaugural jour-
ney. 
 
“It feels like a relief and we feel good, until tomor-
row,” said Farhad Mansourian, SMART’s chief, as 
the train rolled down the tracks. He was greeted as 
a hero, shaking hands with well-wishers up and 
down aisles. “We have to make sure we are on time, 
reliable and dependable. Next is getting to Lark-
spur. Life doesn’t stop. It’s a seven-day-a-week op-
eration.” 
 
SMART then began running a full-service schedule 
at 12:49 p.m. with the first train leaving downtown 
Santa Rosa and heading to Marin. It arrived in 
downtown San Rafael just after 2 p.m. 
  
 
For more of the story click here or go to 
marinij.com/general-news/20170825/smart-opening
-day-ceremonies-trains-draw-crowds 
 
For more information on SMART 
http://sonomamarintrain.org/ 

 

  

http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20170825/smart-opening-day-ceremonies-trains-draw-crowds
http://sonomamarintrain.org/
http://sonomamarintrain.org/
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WHAT OUR NEWER MEMBERS  

ARE DOING 
 

You probably know by now that we’ve gained almost 
three dozen new members since the November 2016 
election.  What you may not know is that half of 
them have become seriously active in League activi-
ties.   

 
DeeDee Butori is picking up some database du-

ties from Doug Cooper, who set up our Wild 
Apricot member management system last 
year and is now serving as our Board secre-
tary.  DeeDee is a regular at the monthly 
Membership Meeting and several program 
committees. 
 

KC Casey and Joan Rentsch have joined the 
Healthcare Committee.  KC has also become 
an Observer of the Novato City Council. 
 

Kira Rosetto Skomer completed her Master’s de-
gree this summer and now has more time to 
participate in the Justice Committee. 
 

Robin Diederich, Gloria Elizabeth, Jackie Dagg 
and Mary Caruso have joined the Voter Ser-
vice Committee.  Mary will coordinate our 
participation in National Voter Registration 
Day, and Jackie will be in charge of the 
League’s ongoing contract with the Marin 
Registrar of Voters.  
 

Phyllis Faber and Deborah Coburn joined the 
League to participate in our Climate Change 
Committee. 
 

Gail Van Adelsberg is picking up Office Manager 
duties from Elaine Biagini, who is retiring after 
many years of service in our office.   

 
Other active new members – Lori Frugoli, Lauren 

Long, Kathy Colbourn, Nicole Lamb, Suzanne 
Grady, Polly Chandler and Sheryl Euman – 
have popped up at monthly Membership 
Meeting and committee meetings. 

 

  

     
 
 

Because she had to ap-
pear at the BOS meeting, 
Leelee Thomas, Principal 
Planner for the County 
Community Development 
Agency (CDA), was unable 
to attend the July 11 TLUH 

meeting to discuss the county’s responses to the 
Grand Jury report, ”Overcoming Barriers to Hous-
ing Affordability”, so we discussed our reactions to 
those responses. 
 

We were pleased to learn that the county is al-
ready bringing together all funding sources for 
affordable housing (AH) developers to talk to at 
one time, and that it is also funding community 
outreach efforts.  We also applaud the interjuris-
dictional coordination actions the county has 
been  taking to expand its expertise and funding 
beyond its boundaries.  Its CDA experts can make a 
difference to those cities and towns that don’t 
have the county’s staff and resources.  In fact, we 
would like to see the CDA convene all county juris-
dictions to deal with AH issues.  One such meeting 
could focus on why some jurisdictions have done 
well in reaching their Housing Element goals and 
their advice on how they did that.   
 

The fact that there are no parcels specifically zoned 
for AH was one of our concerns.   
Fast-tracking for AH (putting such projects at the 
start of the line of approvals) is already underway 
in Sonoma; we support this effort in Marin. 
 

We chose Kevin Hagerty to fill two key LWVMC 
transportation roles:  (1) replacing Pam Gach on 
TAM’s Citizens’ Advisory Committee, which is re-
sponsible for the Measure A and Measure B audits, 
and (2) sitting on TAM’s new Expenditure Plan Ad-
visory Committee, which will focus on advising 
TAM on plans for a possible sales tax renewal 
measure. 

                                                 Judy Binsacca, T/LU/H 

TRANSPORTATION/LAND USE/ 

HOUSING COMMITTEE 



CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

MARINLWV.ORG  

FOR UP-TO-DATE  

INFORMATION ABOUT  

LOCAL LEAGUE ACTIVIT IES PLUS 

L INKS TO THE LATEST NEWS 

FROM LWVUS,   

LWVC AND LWV BAY AREA  
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Call to Action - LWVC 
Contact Assemblyman Marc Levine 

 

TAKE ACTION FOR AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING! 
The housing crisis is crushing California communi-
ties, driving families into homelessness and forcing 
them to choose between housing, food, and medi-
cal care. Today over 1.7 million families are paying 
over half of their incomes for housing. Nobody 
should go broke or hungry just to keep a roof over 
their head. Your Assembly Member Marc Levine is 
preparing to vote on an important housing package 
that will begin tackling this crisis. Please take a mi-
nute to urge your lawmakers to support affordable 
housing and vote YES on SB 2 and SB 3.  
http://www.marclevine.org/ or 415-479-4920  
 

OUR BAIL SYSTEM IS BROKEN! 
 

UPDATE: On August 25, Governor Brown an-
nounced that negotiations on bail reform would 
continue throughout the fall, postponing passage 
of SB 10 until next year. He will be working on the 
legislation with Asm. Rob Bonta, Sen. Robert 
Hertzberg and Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye. 
Watch for further action! 
 

Background: 46,000 Californians are sitting in coun-
ty jail right now simply because they cannot make 
bail. While wealthy defendants can easily secure 
their own release, poor defendants cannot. SB 10 
sought to fix this broken bail system that penalizes 
the poor and does little to protect the public.  
  

When People Ask... 

IT’S MEMBERSHIP  

RENEWAL TIME 
 

Early in August, our Membership Relations Com-
mittee launched its annual membership renewal 
effort with a first-ever on-line renewal option.  As 
with many new systems, the software had a few 
glitches, but renewals are now rolling in both 
online and the old-fashioned way (mailing in a 
check).  
  
Although memberships technically expire on Sep-
tember 1, the League is again allowing a grace pe-
riod to catch our procrastinators.  If you haven’t 
renewed your membership yet, now is the time to 
do so!  If you’re a life member, or a new member 
who joined after February 1 this year, renewal is 
not needed.  

https://lwvc.org/take-action/action-alerts/take-action-affordable-housing
https://lwvc.org/take-action/action-alerts/take-action-affordable-housing
http://www.marclevine.org/
https://lwvc.org/take-action/action-alerts/our-bail-system-broken
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NEWS FROM LWVUS  

ON AUGUST 18, 1920, THE 
19TH AMENDMENT WAS RATIFIED, 

GRANTING AMERICAN WOMEN THE 
RIGHT TO VOTE. 

Ninety-seven years later, however, we are still fighting for equal 
access at the ballot box—and an alarming trend threatens to 
roll back what we’ve achieved across the last century. That’s 
why the work of the League of Women Voters continues, and 
that’s why Americans everywhere must remain vigilant in pro-
tecting their role in our democracy. To read more Click here or 

go to http://lwv.org/blog/97th-anniversary-19th-amendment-we-are-still-fighting-equal-voting-rights 
 

URGE CONGRESS TO SUPPORT THE AUTOMATIC 
VOTER REGISTRATION ACT 

 

Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Representative Robert Brady (D-PA) introduced the 
Automatic Voter Registration Act of 2017 on June 14, 2017. The League  is proud to 
support legislation that enhances  access for eligible voters in our elections and works 

to modernize our electoral system. This bill will improve the  accuracy of voter records, cut down on costs, modernize 
outdated registration systems while supporting implementation in states across the country.  
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS CONDEMNS WHITE  
SUPREMACISTS IN CHARLOTTESVILLE 

League of Women Voters president Chris Carson issued the following statement following the horrific  

acts by white supremacists in Virginia:  

"Yesterday the world watched in horror as white supremacists gathered in Charlottesville, Virginia. There is no 
place for hatred and violence in our democracy and all leaders must condemn these acts of domestic terrorism. We 
must send a strong message that while the freedom of speech and the freedom of assembly are some of our most 
cherished rights and must be protected, those rights do not extend to what we witnessed yesterday. The League of 
Women Voters stands in solidarity with the victims of violence in Charlottesville and against white supremacism." 

CLIMATE CHANGE  

COMMITTEE UPDATE   

 

In June, the League’s Board of Directors gave its final 
stamp of approval for the Climate Change Com-
mittee to move forward as an official committee. 
Now that summer is over, it is time to roll up our 
sleeves and get down to work in earnest. The im-
pacts of climate change on our local communities, 
county and state are growing evermore critical and 
demand our attention. But first, as a committee, we 
must educate ourselves on the issues at hand and 
related legislation. Over the next six months efforts 

will focus on researching and prioritizing where this 
committee will focus its efforts. This is a great op-
portunity to get involved from the ground floor. 
If you are interested in hearing more about what 
this committee will be about and/or would like be 
part of setting its direction, we invite you to sit in on 
an upcoming meeting at the League office on the 
first Wednesday of the month, 10AM: 
 

First Meeting Wednesday, September 6th, 10AM 
  

We look forward to seeing you. 
   Nancy Bell, Climate Change  
 

http://lwv.org/blog/97th-anniversary-19th-amendment-we-are-still-fighting-equal-voting-rights
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This summer, while many of our most active mem-
bers traveled far and near on their various vacations 
(I went to Minnesota!), much still happened here at 
home.  The Board and all committees continued to 
meet, and attendance at monthly member meetings 
remained strong.   
 

We all continue to watch national news closely with 
an eye on legislative actions related to immigration, 
healthcare, education, and climate change.  We re-
spond to action alerts from the State and National 
Leagues in support of (or opposition to) critical legis-
lation.   
 
Behind the scenes, the Bylaws/Policies and Proce-
dures Committee is hard at work reviewing our most 
critical governing documents.  The Communications 
Committee has revised our beautiful little four-fold 
brochure, which will be ready for distribution at the 
Fall Kickoff.  And we’re all still looking for a new Mar-
in representative to the Bay Area League’s Inter-
league Network – a vital element connecting us to 
other Leagues in the area. 
 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the Fall Kick-

off on September 21!               

V-Anne Chernock 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

NOVATO  

COHORT 
FORMED 

 
 
 
A group of League members who live in Novato have 
formed a cohort to examine Novato issues more 
closely.  Issues include: 

 Two November 2017 ballot measures: 

                   To extend the term of the Novato Urban 
                         Growth Boundary 

A parcel tax to fund infrastructure im-
provements across the County’s Flood 
Control Zone 1, which includes Nova-
to and surrounding areas 

 Getting acquainted with the Novato City Council: 

Planned one-on-one meetings with coun-
cilmembers and other City officials 

Regular attendance at City Council 
meetings (KC Casey has been appoint-
ed as our first Observer) 

Consideration of hosting a candidates’ 
forum for Novato City Council elec-
tion 

 Other issues of interest to the League (which will 

be reported back through our various program 
committees): 

Housing (e.g., Hamilton, Northwest Quad-
rant) 

Transportation (e.g., Downtown Novato 
SMART Station, Novato Boulevard ex-
pansion) 

Education (Novato Unified School Dis-
trict) 

The cohort meets on the fourth Friday of each 
month at 1:00 p.m.  Thanks to City Manager Regan 
Candelario, the Novato Cohort has secured meeting 
space at the Novato Administrative Offices (second 
floor conference room).   Although our meetings are 
focused on Novato civic engagement, they’re of 
course open to any League member who wants to 
know what’s going on in the north corner of the 
County.   

TO VOTE  
YOU NEED TO REGISTER FIRST 

 

 

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION WEEK 

 

Interested in signing up to volunteer at 3 locations 
for voter registration events in Marin?  Please email 
Mary Caruso Maryfcaruso@gmail.com 
 

Locations: 
Tues., Sept 26, Novato Farmers Market - 4:30 - 8-ish   
Thurs. Sept 28, San Rafael Farmers Market - 4:30 - 8
-ish  
TBD Date: Novato Library - 4:00 - 7 p.m. 

mailto:Maryfcaruso@gmail.com


HEALTHCARE  

COMMITTEE 
 
The Healthcare Committee 
has been keeping a close eye 
on state and national bills 
proposing reforms to health 
insurance, such as Califor-
nia’s SB-562 (single-payer, 
universal care).  Of course, 

healthcare isn’t just a matter of economics and social 
equity.  As Don Carney reminded us, many problems 
faced in our justice system are also ones of physical 
and mental health. The teens he sees in Youth Court 
are typically there due to drug or alcohol abuse, 
which are both at alarming levels in Marin adults too.  
And now, with legalization due to take effect in Janu-
ary, “recreational” use of highly potent and even ad-
dictive forms of marijuana could become normalized, 
advertised, and even home-delivered.  However, 
nothing in that new law blocks local jurisdictions 
from implementing their own taxes, restrictions or 
even bans on recreational sales and growth.  Many 
Marin towns and organizations are trying to prepare, 
and our committee is hoping to collaborate to devel-
op best practice ordinances and education, for in-
stance through nascent participation in the Marin 
Prevention Network 
www.marinpreventionnetwork.org.  If you have an 
interest in any aspect of these issues, please come to 
our meetings or contact us.    
                                               Doug Cooper, Healthcare 

 

EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 
 
Ann Wakeley and Linda Deer 
led the discussion on Charter 
Schools in California.  Ann told 
the committee that a small 
group of interested members 

from the Education Committee have met several 
times to organize their efforts to begin to consider a 
local study on charter schools.   They have learned a 
lot and discovered that they have many questions for 
which it is often hard to find the answers. 

Ann introduced a new member of their committee –  
Ally Waugh who has joined Linda, Shelley Hamilton, 
Suki Sennett, and Ann in their small group.   They 
have done a lot of research on this complex subject, 
which leads to more questions and concerns.   Ally 
likened it to an ‘onion’ – the more you peel away the 
layers, the more it makes you cry.   It seems that 
charter schools set up a two-tier public school system 
where all is not equal. 
 

Ann presented a diagram that outlines some of the 
differences between charter schools and traditional 
public schools.  Public schools have public oversight 
that is mandated by the state, while charter schools 
have no legal requirement to have a public board.  
There are definite charter school laws in California, 
but it has been difficult to get information on enroll-
ments, funds taken in and spent, and other important 
questions.  They learned that many charter schools in 
California are ‘virtual’ – like online schools and home-
school education that also receive public monies.  It 
has been very difficult for our members to get any 
accounting of these monies. 
 

Keep tuned as we learn more about charter schools. 
 

Thanks,  Joan Rentsch, for your notes. 
 

                                                Marcia Hagen, Education   
 

THEvoter                                             September/October 2017 

7 

OUR CONDOLENCES GO TO  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS  
 

Long-time League member Phyllis Miller 

passed away on July 2.  Her husband Gene 

remains a League member. 

 

Former League member Donna Johnson  

passed away on  April 24.  Donations to 

the League were included in her last wish-

es. 

 

Two League members have lost family mem-

bers in the past few months.  Our thoughts 

      go out to Wendy Buchen and Jody  

      Becker. 

http://www.marinpreventionnetwork.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thebubblebubble.com%2Fhealthcare-bubble%2F&ei=oclcVemVDsaMsAWg1oDwCw&bvm=bv.93756505,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNEtr6Dtbw0XVHPwEjNQrIv2BoxnRA&ust=14322


                                                                                     

  

  

 

 

 

Officers: 
President:  V-Anne Chernock 

1st Vice President:  Ann Batman 

2nd Vice President: Laurie Nardone 

Secretary: Doug Cooper 

Treasurer: Regina Bianucci Rus 

 

Directors: 
Nancy Bell 

Judy Binsacca 

Michael Chernock 

John Eells  

Linda Jackson 

Anne Layzer 

Julie Monson 

Suki Sennett 

Ann Wakeley 

 

League of Women Voters of Marin County                 

4340 Redwood Hwy. Suite F-133 

San Rafael, CA  94903 

 

  
SEPTEMBER 

Wed.               6      Climate Change 
10:00 
 

Friday             8 Governance/Voter Service      
9:30 
 
Monday          11     Membership Meeting 
11:30                          See p. 1 
 

Tuesday         12     Transportation/Land Use/Housing  
10:00                               
 

Wed.              13      Board Retreat 
9-2:00 
 

Thursday       14       Justice    
10:00 
 

Tuesday        18       Communications   
11:30                             
 

Thursday        21      Education, Healthcare & Libraries     
 9:45                            
 

Thursday        21       Fall Kick-off Meeting  See p. 1 
5:00-7:00 
  
 
 
 

  

 
OCTOBER 

Monday           2         Membership Meeting 
11:30                             See p.1 
 
Wed.              4           Climate Change 
10:00 
 
Friday             6     Governance/Voter Service 
9:30 
 
Tuesday          10          Transportation/ Land Use/Housing 
10:00                              
 
Wed.               11        Board Meeting 
11:30  
 
Thursday        12         Justice 
10:00                 

 
Tuesday          17        Communications   
11:30                             
 
Thursday        19         Education, Healthcare & Libraries 
 9:45                                

  
 
  

                               

CALENDAR 

 
All meetings are in the League office, 4340 Redwood Hwy.  

Suite F 133, San Rafael, unless otherwise noted.   

  Through study and action, we work every day to educate citizens on the important issues that impact all of us.  

The goal of the LWV is to empower citizens to shape better communities. We invite you to join us. Visit us at marinlwv.org 


