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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MARIN COUNTY  

THEVOTER 

MONDAY May 7 
Conference Room #F-138 

11:30 coffee and conversation   
12:00-1:00 program 

VOTE WITH THE LEAGUE 
 

Vote Yes  -  Measure F  
Town of Corte Madera sales tax 
extension.  
 
Vote Yes Regional Measure 3 
See Page 4 for full information 
 
STATE PROPOSITIONS 
 
Vote Yes  PROP 68  
California Drought, Water, 

Parks, Climate, Coastal Protec-

tion, and Outdoor Access for 

All Act   

Vote Yes  PROP 69  
Motor Vehicle Fees and Taxes     
 
Vote NO  PROP 70  
Greenhouse Gas Reduction  
Reserve Fund   
 
Vote YES   PROP 71  
Effective Date of Initiatives   
 
Vote YES  PROP 72  
Property taxation: new con-
struction: rain water capture 
system    
 
Go to LWVC website for de-
tailed information 

MEMBER MEETING  

THE LATEST ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

On Monday, May 7, the Climate Change com-
mittee will host the Monthly Members meeting 
with a special presentation by students from Ter-
ra Linda High School’s Marin School of Environ-
mental Leadership (MSEL). 
 
Recently, MSEL students Nick Testa, Leland Stil-
son, Isabella Farfan (not attending), Jocelyn Tsai 
and Braden Bouwman attended Al Gore’s Climate    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reality Leadership Corps training, where they 
spent three days working with former U.S. Vice 
President Al Gore and renowned climate scien-
tists and communicators to learn about what’s 
happening to our planet and how they can use 
social media, powerful storytelling, and personal 
outreach to inspire audiences to take action. 
 
Please plan to come to the May Monthly Mem-
ber meeting to be inspired by these amazing stu-
dents!  
 
  

https://lwvc.org/news/our-positions-june-5-2018-election-ballot-measures
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ODD BEDFELLOWS AND STRANGE ALLIANCES COME TOGETHER 
AT THE SPINNAKER 

 

On April 19 the Marin League celebrated one of its most successful Annual Gala Dinners at the Spinnaker 
Restaurant, with over 120 attendees! The weather was perfect for cocktails on the deck, reuniting with 
friends, and lots and lots of chat. 
 

To kick off the evening the League’s Education Foundation announced a new fundraising campaign “A Lift 
for English Learners”. Thanks to a landmark partnership with Marin Transit, all College of Marin students 
now have unlimited access to Marin Transit with the purchase of a special sticker for their COM student 
card. The Foundation is raising money to buy this special sticker for low-income immigrant students en-
rolled in the English as a Second Language (ESL) classes. By the end of the evening, over $650 had been 
collected! Donations still being accepted.  THANK YOU! DONATE! 
 

The excitement of the evening came to a peak with Dr. Karen Frick’s lively presentation “Strange Bedfel-
lows & Unlikely Alliances: Transpar-
tisanship for the Common Good”. 
Her topic could not have been more 
appropriate for today’s political cli-
mate as she talked about her re-
search in uncovering unexpected 
areas of common ground between 
activists from across the political 
spectrum. With that we learned 
about new approaches to com-
municating and collaborating. One 
key take-away was the concept of 
“angonism” -  the acceptance of, 
and the potential positive aspects 
of, certain forms of political conflict and how people might accept and channel this positively. It was a fas-
cinating presentation!!! 
 

Thank you to those of you who joined us at the Gala. Can’t wait until next year!!! 
                                                                                                                                   Nancy Bell, Gala Committee Chair 

COMMUNITY HERITAGE AND  
HISTORY DAY 

 

The Kentfield/Greenbrae Historical Socie-
ty has invited the League to participate in 
its Outdoor Community Hall at the Bon Air 

Center in Greenbrae on Saturday, May 
5 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   Several of 
our members will host a League table.  If 
you're out and about on May 5, stop by! 

 
CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING 

Monday, June 4, 2018 
 McInnis Park Golf Clubhouse 

350 Smith Ranch Road, San Rafael 
 

10:30 A.M. – 1:30 P.M. 

 Luncheon Speaker: Brooke Deterline  

YOUR KIT WILL BE IN THE MAIL BY 
MID-MAY.    LOOK FOR IT! 
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A traffic-relief plan 
on the June 5, 2018, 
ballot. 
 

Passing Regional Measure 3 would raise tolls to $4 
for crossing the bay’s seven state-run bridges in 2019, 
followed by $1 increases in 2022 and again in 2025. 

BENEFITS TO MARIN 

1. Marin Area Rapid Transit District 
(SMART): Extend SMART rail system north to 
Windsor and Healdsburg 

2. Marin-Sonoma Narrows: Widen U.S. 101 
to three lanes in each direction 

3. State Route 37 Improvements: Improve 
Highway 37 from U.S. 101 to Interstate 80 to 
address congestion and flooding 

 4. San Rafael Transit Center: Extend 
SMART and construct a replacement for the 
aging, outdated Bettini Transit Center 

5. Richmond-San Rafael Bridge Access 
(Marin Approach): Add a direct freeway con-
nection from U.S. 101 to the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge 

6. North Bay Transit Access Improve-
ments: Buy additional commuter buses and 
improve bus stops, transit facilities and roads 
 

As Bay Area traffic grows to crisis levels, the State 
Legislature authorized a bold, coordinated, region-
wide traffic relief plan called Regional Measure 3. . 
The RM3 plan builds on improvements from past lo-
cal transportation measures and adds to them by in-
cluding funding to replace BART’s obsolete railcars, 
extend BART to San Jose and Santa Clara, ease some 
of the worst freeway bottlenecks in the East Bay and 
Peninsula, significantly expand and improve ferry ser-
vice, accelerate planning for a second Transbay rail 
crossing, and improve other critical regional rail sys-
tems like Caltrain and SMART in the North Bay, 
among others. The plan also calls for robust public 
oversight and accountability measures. 
 

 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY  
CANDIDATES ON THE JUNE BALLOT 

 
“Safeguarding the rights of others is the most noble 

and beautiful end of a human being.”  
Khalil Gibran 

     In the June 5 primary election we will choose 
among three candidates to lead the Marin County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, replacing Ed Berberian (retiring) 
and taking charge of a staff of approximately 85, 25 of 
those being assistant or deputy D.A.s, our frontline 
prosecutors. Many think this is the most important 
race on that ballot. Why? Because D.A.s wield a huge 
amount of influence in our justice system, deciding 
whom to prosecute or not, what charges to file, what 
penalties to seek (including a death penalty), whether 
to enter into plea bargains, or whether to ask for di-
versionary alternatives, such as restorative justice 
court or drug rehabilitation programs. This four-year 
position is rarely contested. In fact, this race is the first 
competitive one in Marin for 20 years! It is well worth 
your study. 
     The candidates are AJ Brady (career Marin Deputy 
D.A. and longtime local school board member), Lori 
Frugoli (also a longtime Marin Deputy D.A. and former 
beat-walking law enforcement officer) and Anna 
Pletcher (former Federal Prosecutor in San Francisco 
and law professor at U.C. Berkeley’s Boalt School of 
Law). These are all well-respected and highly experi-
enced candidates. How is a voter to decide?  
     The League in partnership with the Marin Chapter 
of the ACLU of Northern California jointly presented a 
forum (April 13) with the candidates answering ques-
tions submitted to us by the public.  The video record-
ing (thank you to Community Media Center of Marin) 
is now available online at:  https://youtu.be/
GN6lNCIqPUE  
     Of course, much background information is availa-

ble on each candidate’s campaign website, and other 

local organizations will be presenting their own candi-

date forums soon.  Please take some time to look into 

this race that is so important for the future of criminal 

and social justice in Marin County. 

                           Doug Cooper, DA Forum Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 

https://lwvc.org/news/secretary-state-releases-redesigned-voter-registration-card
https://youtu.be/GN6lNCIqPUE
https://youtu.be/GN6lNCIqPUE


TRANSPORTATION/     
LAND USE/
HOUSING    
COMMITTEE 
 
At our March 13 meeting we 

learned that the Feb. 27 meeting of the San Rafael Stake-
holder Group (Group) with the Golden Gate Bridge 
Transit District (GGBTD) (District) consultants to dis-
cuss the Bettini Center relocation project in downtown 
San Rafael didn’t go as hoped.  The Group was hoping 
to play a more ongoing role with the District throughout 
the development and design process.  Although the con-
sultants said they would “take the Group’s comments 
back” to the District, it was clear they had come with a 
game plan already prepared.  On March 9 Linda Jackson 
prepared a letter to the District on behalf of the Group 
spelling out its proposed elements for a revised outreach 
plan that would benefit the community.  A copy of the 
letter also went to San Rafael City officials. 
 
On March 12 Kevin Hagerty spoke to San Rafael City 
Manager, Jim Schultz, and reiterated the concerns of the 
Group.  Also, in response to Linda’s letter, District Man-
ager Ron Dowling and Transit Center Relocation Manag-
er Raymond Santiago contacted Group members Linda 
and Bill Carney to discuss Stakeholder concerns.  Kevin 
then convened a Group meeting on March 17 to reassess 
its role and discuss what role, if any, it would play at the 
March 20 District-sponsored community meeting.  The 
Group’s consensus was to reconstitute itself as the San 
Rafael Transit Center Ad Hoc Committee with a mission 
of facilitating widespread, informed public involvement 
in the ultimate location and design of the new transit 
center.  The Committee will offer the District its assis-
tance and suggestions and encourage community mem-
bers to attend the March 20 community meeting. 
 
Updates:  At the March 20 meeting at Whistlestop (the 
first public engagement meeting between the District and 
the public) it was clear the committee had gotten the 
message out.  The large dining room was packed with 
people from the neighborhood, including a large number 
who indicated they rode the buses regularly.  District 
consultants and the officers were there making presenta-
tions and mingling with the crowd.  The League was well 
represented.  (Steve Kinsey approached us, noting with a 
smile that “the League is here”.) 
 

At our April 10 TLUH meeting Raymond Santiago, Dis-
trict Principal Planner and Project Manager, provided us 
with a power-point presentation covering the Relocation 
Analysis, Environmental Clearance, and Preliminary De-
sign for the permanent Bettini Center.  He stressed that 
the District wants the community and the transit users to 
be satisfied with the final design, stating that outreach to 
the public was now a major factor and the process 
should be transparent.  He added that the Stakeholder 
Group’s work has been effective.  He stressed the im-
portance of safety, saying the District was working with 
the city and its downtown planners on that issue and oth-
ers including sea-level rise.  He stressed the importance 
of getting people out of their cars and into transit. 
 
Kevin said the Stakeholder group is now called the San 
Rafael Transit Center Ad Hoc Committee and would be 
sending a communication to community groups asking 
that they send comments to District consultants by mid-
May so they can be reviewed and incorporated into the 
materials that the consultants will present at the next 
community meeting, tentatively planned for mid-June. 
                                             Judy Binsacca, T/LU/H 
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 AN INVITATION TO THE LEAGUE 
 

Open House for Affordable Housing  
(drop in any time) 

 
Where: Maria B. Freitas Senior Community, 455 

Manuel T. Freitas Pkwy.,  
San Rafael, CA 94903 (map) 

 
When: Saturday, May 5, 2018, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(light lunch provided) 
 

Who: Marin County housing residents, family, 
friends, and neighbors 

 
Speakers: 11 a.m.: Linda M. Jackson, Program Di-
rector, Aging Action Initiative (and a League mem-

ber!); 2 p.m.: Ford Fish, Board Member, Mercy 
Housing California 

 
Why: Drop in to learn about local and federal af-
fordable housing issues and take action in support 
of affordable housing, Social Security, Medicare, 
and Medicaid. Sign petitions, tell your story, meet 

your neighbors! 



 
 
 
A Lift for English Learners:  

 LWVMC Education Foundation Campaign  
to Assist Low-income Students at  

College of Marin 
 

 Thanks to a landmark partnership with Marin Transit 
started in 2015, all College of Marin students now have 
unlimited access to Marin Transit with the purchase of 

a special sticker for their COM student card.   
 

The Marin League’s Voters Education Foundation is 
raising money to buy this special sticker for low-

income immigrant students enrolled in free, 
noncredit English as a Second Language (ESL) classes.   

 
We invite all League members and friends to donate to 

"A Lift for English Learners."  Your tax-deductible 
donation of $25, $50, $100 or more will help COM's 
low-income immigrant students with educational and 

economic opportunities.  
  

Please give with a donation significant to you. 
 

The Education Foundation has set aside $3,000 to 
match (dollar-for-dollar) all donations received before 

June 6, 2018.   
 

Don't wait - donate! 
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The June meeting will host Ann Mathieson of Marin 
Promise, an organization that collaborates with oth-
er county organizations to close the achievement 
gap that we are all so familiar with. That meeting 
will most likely be in our office unless we notify you 
otherwise. 
 

Update on the Marin Strong Start Ballot 
Measure—From the Coalition 

 
“The Marin Strong Start Coalition wants to be in the 
best position before we take the ballot measure 
back to the voters. We expected the first ballot 
measure would be tough, and were extremely grate-
ful most voters supported Measure A – with 64% 
approval. We want to be sure we are in a better po-
sition, however, before going out to the voters for a 
second ask. We have determined there is work to do 
towards this end. 
 
The Coalition is now gearing up for a 2020 ballot 
measure, and will be working steadily to grow both 
its membership and public support for a dedicated 
funding stream for quality childcare and preschool 
for our working families - right up until the next vote 
happens. 
 
The Coalition hopes each and every supporter here 
will continue to work from his/her platform to in-
crease public support to provide a strong start for all 
our county’s children.  
 
MarinKids and other coalition members will be ad-
vocating for more services for our families in 
need.  And, we will be tracking the best opportunity 
for success. Whether that is a 2/3 special election or 
simple majority general sales tax is yet to be decid-
ed. We appreciate your continued support and ask 
you to stay engaged.” 
                 Marcia Hagen and Ann Wakeley, Education 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 
The Education Committee will be hold-
ing meetings on the third Thursday at 
9:45 a.m. in both May and June. 
 

The May meeting of the committee will 
be a general meeting where we will de-

termine how we want to proceed during the next 
League year. More work on charter schools in Mar-
in?  Learn more about charter schools statewide? 
Other topics we want to tackle?   
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https://marinlwv.wildapricot.org/admin/website/?pageId=7744
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                                        CLIMATE CHANGE                      
                    COMMITTEE  
                            UPDATE  
  

 
TAKING A BREAK FOR THE 2018 ELECTIONS 

 

This is a “good news/bad news” kind of announce-
ment. The good news—the League is putting its all 
behind the June and November elections with Voter 
Service stepping into the forefront. The bad news—
because of the reassignment of resources, the Cli-
mate Change Committee meetings are on hiatus until 
January 2019.  
 

This was a difficult decision to make. To paraphrase 
the wise words of one of Marin’s environmental and 
sustainability leaders, Kiki LaPorta, who is also a 
member of the League’s Climate Change committee… 
 

“…it does seem that elections trump environment at 
this time… but of course environment is the context 
for everything going forward…..the economy is a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of the environment. So criti-
cally, we must do all we can to empower the process 
of democracy, and once we have begun to right the 
ship, we must turn our efforts back to ensuring we 
will have the best chance for quality of life for all our 
people, everywhere.” 
 

With that, I look forward to reconvening the Climate 
Change Committee in January with renewed enthusi-
asm. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Bell 
at nancyj.bell@comcast.net. 
                                              Nancy Bell, Climate Change   
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GOVERNANCE/VOTER  
SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 

ELECTIONS: Primary season is here, 
and all of us are going to the polls 
(or mailing in our ballots) on or 
before June 5. The Governance/
Voter Service committee has been busy preparing for 
this election as well as mail in elections held earlier in 
the year.  
 

LOCAL MEASURES: After close review, we recommend-
ed, with the Board’s concurrence, support for:  parcel 
taxes for the Kentfield and Dixie School Districts and 
Corte Madera’s sales tax renewal.  
 

STATE AND REGIONAL MEASURES: There are five 
statewide measures and one regional ballot measure. 
Committee members have prepared pros and cons 
presentations for each measure.  We anticipate addi-
tional presentations will be made.  
 

CANDIDATE FORUMS: As of this writing the candidates 
for the County District Attorney have participated in a 
public forum organized and managed by the League’s 
Doug Cooper and jointly sponsored by the ACLU of 
Northern California. A League in-studio forum for the 
5th Supervisorial District, with incumbent Judy Arnold 
challenged by Toni Shroyer, is scheduled for Friday May 
4. These forums can be viewed on the League website. 
 

No League forums are scheduled at this point for the 
County Superintendent of Schools - incumbent Mary 
Jane Burke challenged by Matt Nagle; the County Asses-
sor/Recorder/Clerk - has three candidates vying for the 
open position being Shelly Scott, Brian Karr and Jenny 
Mattson; Town of Corte Madera with candidates Eli 
Beckman, Bob Ravasio, David Kunhardt, and Valerie 
Sasser running for three open seats.   
 

NEW LEADERSHIP: Nancy Bell is assuming leadership of 
the Governance/Voter Service Committee beginning 
with the May 4 meeting. With the June election activity 
well under way, the committee will begin preparing for 
the November General Election. Members new and old 
are invited to join the committee at its regularly sched-
uled meetings the first Friday of the month from 9:30 - 
11:30 AM. To you new members, it takes a few meetings 
to become acquainted with the committee’s varied ac-
tivities, so come and listen and learn. This committee 
addresses issues at the heart of the League’s mission. 
We encourage and welcome your participation. 
                                Scott McKown, Governance (retiring) 

CANDIDATE FORUMS  
ARE AVAILABLE ON 

THE LWVMC WEBSITE 
 

District Attorney and Board of          
Supervisors, District 5 

mailto:nancyj.bell@comcast.net
http://www.marinlwv.org/events/2018/6/5/league-sponsored-local-candidate-forums
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Flwvspa.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F07%2Fyour_vote_button.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Flwvspa.org%2Fvoter-services%2F&docid=jYCy-VnJyFiv6M&tbnid=fs7WlJA1ff1EkM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiq-7PS6tPaAhUQx58KHYoO
http://www.marinlwv.org/events/2018/6/5/league-sponsored-local-candidate-forums


                                                                                     
  
  
 
 

 
Officers: 
President:  V-Anne Chernock 
1st Vice President:  Ann Batman 
2nd Vice President: Laurie Nardone 
Secretary: Doug Cooper 
Treasurer: Regina Bianucci Rus 
 
Directors: 
Nancy Bell 
Judy Binsacca 
Michael Chernock 
John Eells  
Linda Jackson 
Anne Layzer 
Julie Monson 
Suki Sennett 
Ann Wakeley 

 

  
  

League of Women Voters of Marin County                 
4340 Redwood Hwy. Suite F-133 
San Rafael, CA  94903 

 

                                 
MAY 

Friday              4     Governance  
9:30 
 

Monday           7         Member Meeting - Conference Room 
11:30                             See p.1 
 

  
 

Tuesday          8         Transportation/ Land Use/Housing 
10:00                              
 

Wed.                9        Board Meeting 
11:30  
 

Thursday         10       Justice 
10:00                 

 

Tuesday          15       Membership Relations Committee   
10:00 
 

Tuesday          15       Communications   
11:30                             
 

Thursday         17       Education & Libraries 
 9:45                                
 

Thursday         17      Healthcare 
1:00 
 

  

 
 

JUNE 

Friday              1     Governance  
9:30 
 
Monday           4          ANNUAL MEETING 
11:30                             See p. 3 
 
 

Tuesday          12        Transportation/ Land Use/Housing 
10:00                              
 

Wed.                13       Board Meeting 
11:30  
 
Thursday         14        Justice 

10:00 

 
Tuesday          19        Membership Relations Committee   
10:00 
 

Tuesday          19        Communications   
11:30                              
 

Thursday         21        Education & Libraries 
 9:45                                
 

Thursday         21        Healthcare 
1:00 
  

                               

C  A  L  E  N  D  A  R 

 All meetings are in the League office, 4340 Redwood Hwy. Suite F 133, San Rafael, unless otherwise noted.  Conference room is F 138. 

  Through study and action, we work every day to educate citizens on the important issues that impact all of us.  
The goal of the LWV is to empower citizens to shape better communities. We invite you to join us. Visit us at marinlwv.org 

marinlwv.org

