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MONDAY March 5 

Conference Room #F-138 
11:30 coffee and conversa-

tion   
12:00-1:00 program 

 
 

  

THE STATE OF CHARTER SCHOOLS IN  
MARIN COUNTY 

PRESENTED BY THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

Charter schools are getting a lot of attention lately, 
both nationally and locally. Our committee has 
been working to better understand this complex 
and controversial topic, and we are eager to share 
what we are learning with other League members. 
We will talk about how charter schools began, 
evolved, and operate in California today, cover 
some fundamentals of the national and local char-
ter school debates, and take a studied look at the 
charter schools in our county. Join us for what 
should be a stimulating and timely discussion! 
 
Speakers: Education Committee members Linda 
Deer, Shelley Hamilton, Alli Waugh, and Ann Wake-
ley. 

 

MONDAY April 5 
Conference Room #F-138 

11:30 coffee and conversation   
12:00-1:30 program 

  
 .We’ll be looking at the issues on the June ballot 

with emphasis on League positions and why we are 
supporting or opposing the measures.  

 
Watch for more details in upcoming emails. 

 

MEMBER MEETINGS  
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  On February 14 we celebrated our 98th anniversary!   
That’s 98 years of protecting voting rights, pushing for gun control 
laws, fighting back against partisan gerrymandering, and engaging 
new communities to participate in the democratic process. And we 

couldn’t do it without our members across the nation.  

 

 

 
 
 

The League Board had a busy meeting this week, covering 
a myriad of topics looking ahead for the remainder of this 
fiscal year. Among other things, the Board: 

 Approved the Governance Committee's recommend-
ed endorsement of parcel taxes put forward by 
Kentfield and Dixie School Districts. 

 Authorized support for a "watch party" for the State 
gubernatorial debate (hosted by State League), Satur-
day, May 12, if organized by the Voter Service Com-
mittee. 

 Authorized League proponents of TAM transporta-
tion and Strong Start sales tax measures to publicly 
support placement of both measures on the Novem-
ber 2018 ballot. 

 Approved formation of an adhoc subcommittee to 
start planning for the June 5 Annual Meeting.  Mark 
your calendars now for that date! 

 
The Board also received an invitation from the State 
League to participate in a signature campaign, just 
starting, to advance the California Schools and Local 
Communities Funding Act of 2018, often referred to as 
"Prop 13 Reform."  The Marin League will participate in 
this signature campaign if we can find a member 
"champion" to organize it.  Might that person be you?  If 
so, contact the League office immediately. 
 

Our current membership headcount is 184.   

February 14 Board Meeting—Board Briefs 

https://schoolfundingnow.com/
https://schoolfundingnow.com/
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June 2018 state ballot measures—Vote With the League 
The LWVC board took final positions on the measures scheduled for the June ballot.    

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Reserve Fund (ACA 1) - Prop. 70  OPPOSE 

This measure would add a requirement that two thirds of legislators approve the first appropriation of any 
money collected from the sale by CARB of Cap-and-Trade allowances. At a time that we need efficient and 
effective investments in climate change solutions, this requirement could lead to deadlocks, inefficiency, 
and poor decisions.  

Motor Vehicle Fees and Taxes (ACA 5) - Prop. 69  SUPPORT 

If passed, this measure would raise excise taxes on gasoline and diesel fuel, provides for regular increases 
to those taxes based on inflation, establishes a new fee on zero-emission vehicles, and raises vehicle regis-
tration fees. The new revenue from these taxes would be used for transportation-related purposes -- re-
pairing streets and bridges, addressing deferred maintenance on highways and local roads, improving pub-
lic transit, and investing in needed transportation infrastructure to benefit all Californians. The League sup-
ports measures to ensure adequate revenue to support needed services, including safe roads and good 
public transportation.   

Effective Date of Initiatives (ACA 17) -  Prop. 71  SUPPORT 

Currently, an initiative that is approved takes effect the day after the election unless the measure provides 
otherwise. Election results are not officially certified until five weeks after the election. While most election 
results are clear shortly after election day, that is not always the case. Prop 71 would provide that an initia-
tive would take effect 5 days after the Secretary of State certifies the election results. This is a common-
sense measure, ensuring clarity about what is – and is not – California law.   

California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All 
Act (SB 5) - Prop. 68  SUPPORT 

This measure would authorize California to issue general obligation bonds, with the money used to finance 
state and local parks, water conservation measures, water reliability to disadvantaged communities, and 
flood protection projects. California parks provide open space and recreation, improving health and com-
munity well-being. The water projects funded by this bond are forward thinking, and are a key part of our 
state response to climate change.   

 How does the League make ballot measure endorsements?  

We only take positions on ballot measures based on current policy positions and League principles. Posi-
tions are developed based on grassroots member study and consensus. 

https://lwvc.org/our-work/positions
https://lwvc.org/about-lwvc/principles-vision
https://lwvc.org/our-work/studies
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A DEEPER DIVE  
INTO CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
 

At a recent monthly League 
Membership meeting V-Anne 
Chernock, our president, remind-

ed us of the League’s main goal…..”to educate and influ-
ence public policy”.  
 

“To educate” comes in two forms: to educate ourselves 
AND to educate others. 
 

With this in mind, the Climate Change Committee has laid 
out an aggressive two–pronged agenda that includes self-
education as well as reaching out to a broader audience. 
Drawdown:Marin will be our guide, offering a focus on 
strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Marin. 
Over the next few months the committee will host outside 
speakers at committee meetings, monthly membership 
meetings, and a special evening event for the public.  
 

For our February meeting Pat Goss and Sanna Thomas, 
both recent graduates of Al Gore’s Climate Reality Project, 
confronted the group with three compelling questions 
about the challenges of addressing climate change is-
sues….”must we?, can we?, and will Wbay area lee?” Here 
in Marin the answer to all three questions appears to be a 
resounding “yes!”  But, easier said than done. The burning 
question is “how.” This is where policy will come into 
play….we want informed citizens to be ready to address 
critical policy-based solutions as they are presented. 
 

At our March 7th meeting, Cory Bytof, Sustainability Coor-
dinator for the City of San Rafael, will talk to the com-
mittee about how Marin’s city and County Climate Action 
Plans play a role in laying the groundwork for identifying 
priorities, setting goals, and measuring actions in the re-
duction of GHG emissions.  
 

In May we will expand our education efforts to include a 
broader audience, kicking it off by hosting the Monthly 
Membership meeting on May 2  with a presentation by 
students from the Marin School of Environmental Leader-
ship. Then  on May 23 the League will host a special even-
ing event, open to the public. Cory, Christine O’Rourke 
and Dana Armanino will present a deeper dive into the 
role of climate action plans: “Climate Change: Six Easy 
Ways You Can Make a Difference”.  Stay tuned for more 
details as they become available. 
 

If you would like to play a role in this committee, or just sit 

in and listen to the discussion, please plan to attend a fu-
ture Climate Change Committee meeting at the League 
office on the first Wednesday of the month, 9:45-
11:15am. 
 

Upcoming meeting dates: Wednesday, March 7    
    Wednesday, April 4 
    Wednesday, May 2 

    
 

If you have any questions, please contact committee chair 
Nancy Bell at nancyj.bell@comcast.net  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
125 people attended the LWV Bay Area League Day 
on February 3 at Laney College in Oakland. The focus 
was Regional Government and Regional Planning. 
Regionalism is a culmination of the last 3-years of 
League day: 2017 Housing; 2016 Transportation; 
2015 Open Space that included air quality. 
 
Highlights from League Day included a Key Address 
from CA State Senator (10th District), Bob Wieckow-
ski, a drop-by visit from Oakland Mayor Libby Shaff 
and a panel on the LWV Bay Area Inter-League's role 
in Regional Government.   
 
Go to LWVBayArea.org to download the packet in-
cluding the agenda, speaker biographies, a history of 
the League and Regional Governance, A Historical 
Perspective of Emerging Regionalism in the SF Bay 
Area, a special issue of the Bay Area Monitor, speak-
er power-point presentations and videos. 
                                       Veda Florez, LWV Bay Area 

Veda Florez, Greg Brockbank, Doug Cooper, Anne 
Layzer and Ann Batman rode BART to BALD 

BAY AREA LEAGUE DAY 

mailto:nancyj.bell@comcast.net
http://lwvbayarea.org/2018-league-day-regional-governance


 

 TRANSPORTATION/
LAND USE/HOUSING 
COMMITTEE 

 
  
As part of our efforts to involve all the San Rafael 
neighborhoods in choosing a new location for the 
Bettini Transit Center (BTC), we invited Douglas Mun-
do, Exec. Dir. of the Canal Welcome Center, to join our 
Jan. 9 meeting.  The CWC represents the migrant com-
munity in dealing with city and county departments 
on a variety of issues.   
 

Douglas hadn’t been aware of the BTC issue and was 
eager to get involved in future community meetings 
with transit officials.  He has worked with the Trans-
portation Authority of Marin (TAM) as part of focus 
groups on previous issues and understands the needs 
of the Hispanic community.  Chief among them is safe-
ty for the pedestrians who use the BTC. 
 

TLUH members will continue to meet with consultant 
Steve Kinsey, focusing first on modifying the strict 
timeline the Golden Gate Bridge Authority has set on 
adopting a new permanent BTC location.  The GGBA 
has set Feb. 27 for the meeting of community repre-
sentatives, including three League members, with the 
project consultant team. 
 

The Committee approved a letter to the County Board 
of Supervisors and the City and Town Councils asking 
them to support creation of Accessory Dwelling Units 
(independent living spaces attached to or near the 
main living area) and Junior Accessory Dwelling Units 
(typically created by converting vacant bedrooms into 
small units inside a home).   They are becoming valua-
ble sources of affordable-housing for tenants and a 
way for seniors living alone to increase their income.       
 

Bob Brown, Novato’s Community Development Direc-
tor, briefed us on a variety of activities: --Pini Hard-
ware plans to develop a mixed-use development for 
its downtown property that will include 32 housing 
units, 20% of which will be affordable, along with re-
tail.  Those plans are stirring other older downtown 

property owners and others throughout Novato to 
consider similar mixed-use projects.   
---Fireman’s Fund is looking at reuse of its property for 
mixed-use, not for business. 
--The Redwood Blvd. corridor has usually been used 
for offices, but, because there’s already too much 
empty office space, developers are being encouraged 
to follow Petaluma’s example and build housing. 
--The Hamilton area has three city-owned, vacant or 
underutilized sites left, and the City Council is looking 
for developers.   The Homeward Bound site is working 
on housing for 60-80 homeless veterans. 
 

Novato has created a Planning Academy for residents, 
running from January-April, that includes mobility, 
housing, design and environmental discussions.   Per-
haps it will become a model for the other Marin juris-
dictions. 
                                                        Judy Binsacca, T/LU/H 

C H E C K  O U T  O U R  W E B S I T E  

M A R I N L W V . O R G   

F O R  U P - T O - D A T E   

I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T   

L O C A L  L E A G U E  A C T I V I T I E S  

P L U S  L I N K S  T O  T H E   

L A T E S T  N E W S  F R O M  

L W V U S  A N D  L W V C  A N D  

L W V B A  
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A Lift for English Learners:  

 LWVMC Education Foundation Campaign  
to Assist Low-income Students at  

College of Marin 
 

Motivated to help immigrant and low-income stu-
dents at College of Marin, the trustees of the Educa-
tion Foundation have initiated a fund-raising cam-
paign to raise $6,000 to fund a required Marin 
Transit fee of $5.00 each student must pay to take 
courses at COM.  Low-income and immigrant stu-
dents taking credit and non-credit English as a Sec-
ond Language (ESL) classes have difficulty paying 
this fee.  Our grant would fund 600 of these special 
needs students for two semesters. 
 
This campaign will be officially announced at the 
League’s Gala on April 19, followed by an email ap-
peal to all LWVMC members.  Each tax-deductible 
donation will be matched, one-to-one, by the Edu-
cation Foundation.  We anticipate receiving dona-
tions totaling $3,000. 
 
The League has consistently supported education at 
all levels, through research, advocacy and careful 
monitoring of public education institutions in Marin 
County.  We know that an educated electorate is 
essential to our democracy, and that education is 
the most reliable route to each student’s economic 
future.  
 
The Campaign Committee includes Education Foun-
dation Trustees Julie Monson (chair), Sondra Wuth-
now (Sec.), Elaine Biagini, Regina Bianucci Rus, V-
Anne Chernock, Kay Noguchi, and Scott McKown.  
Ann Wakeley and Pam Cook also serve on the com-
mittee.   

THEvoter    
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CLOSE THE LOOP 
HOLES IN PROP. 13 

Attention League  
Members 

We’ve been complaining 
for years about the unfairness of Prop. 13. 
Now is our chance to make some changes. 

We’re engaged in the fight of a generation. 

This November, voters will finally have the oppor-
tunity to reform Prop 13—closing the corporate 
loophole that has allowed big business to pocket 
billions of dollars annually and restoring that fund-
ing to our local communities.  

The California Schools and Local Communities Fund-
ing Act of 2018 will provide up to $10 billion every 
year in new funding for schools, health clinics, local 
services, and infrastructure. 

Our measure has received title and summary from 
the Attorney General. Now we need your help to 
gather signatures and get it on the ballot! 

Reforming Prop 13 is the California League’s highest 
priority this year—and we can’t win this 
fight without you!  

How can you help? Fill out our participation survey 
and volunteer to: 

 gather signatures 

 secure organization and association endorse-
ments 

 help your local League reach out to elected  
      officials 
 
And if you can, please donate to support 
our campaign. 

Sincerely, 

The LWVC Board of Directors 
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https://lwvc.org/reform13
https://lwvc.org/reform13


 Can California Lead on  
Healthcare for All? 

With publicly-financed access to healthcare under 
withering attack at the federal level, local attention 
in 2018 is again focused on efforts in California to 
lead the way in establishing single-payer universal 
coverage. While this effort goes back decades, cur-
rent hope rests with a new bill, SB562, which passed 
the Senate last year, but stalled in the Assembly 
when shelved by Speaker Rendon. A major problem 
was that crucial financing details were left to be fi-
nalized later. The bill aimed, as a first step, at estab-
lishing the broad outlines for a trust to pay for  
healthcare for all Californians while eliminating inter-
mediation of health insurance companies with their 
administrative costs and profits. A special committee 
was formed to study the financing hurdles and possi-
ble solutions: the Assembly Select Committee on 
Health Care Delivery Systems and Universal Cover-
age. It has been holding hearings since late October, 
with the final two completed in early February. That 
committee intends to issue a summary report some-
time this spring to provide clear direction for next 
steps, including reconsideration of SB-562 in this sec-
ond year of the legislative cycle. 
 
Our Health Committee has been studying the issues, 
news and hearings, the latter either by watching the 
Sacramento hearings in person or on video. The tes-
timony has been a master class in healthcare eco-
nomics delivered at a level we all can grasp. On our 
committee web page:  

(https://marinlwv.wildapricot.org/Health-Committee
-Resources) we have posted links to the hearing vide-
os and to the Select Committee page that includes 
links to the speakers’ PowerPoints. (You will need to 
login as a member to view the page.) We also recom-
mend two articles (links below) that, respectively, 
summarize recent progress (LA Times) and provide a 
basic introduction to the topic (New England Journal 
of Medicine). 
http://www.latimes.com/business/hiltzik/la-fi-hiltzik-
singlepayer-20180209-story.html 
 
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/
NEJMp1713510 

We are eager for more help as we turn toward more 

local problems with access to mental health care, 

especially acute in-patient care. Please join us on the 

third Thursdays each month from 1-2pm. 

                                                Doug Cooper, Healthcare 
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Officers: 
President:  V-Anne Chernock 
1st Vice President:  Ann Batman 
2nd Vice President: Laurie Nardone 
Secretary: Doug Cooper 
Treasurer: Regina Bianucci Rus 
 
Directors: 
Nancy Bell 
Judy Binsacca 
Michael Chernock 
John Eells  
Linda Jackson 
Anne Layzer 
Julie Monson 
Suki Sennett 
Ann Wakeley 

 

  
  

League of Women Voters of Marin County                 
4340 Redwood Hwy. Suite F-133 
San Rafael, CA  94903 

 

                                 
MARCH 

Friday              2     Governance  
9:30 
 

Monday           5         Member Meeting - Conference Room 
11:30                             See p.1 
 

Wed.                7         Climate Change   
10:00 
 

Tuesday          13        Transportation/ Land Use/Housing 
10:00                              
 

Wed.                14       Board Meeting 
11:30  
 

Thursday         15        Justice 
10:00                 

 

Tuesday          20        Membership Relations Committee   
10:00 
 

Tuesday          20       Communications   
11:30                             
 

Thursday         22         Education & Libraries 
 9:45                                
 

Thursday         22        Healthcare 
1:00 
 

  

 
 

APRIL 

Monday           2          Member Meeting - Conference Room 
11:30                             See p.1 
 

Wed.                4         Climate Change   
10:00 
 

Friday              6     Governance  
9:30 

 

Tuesday          10        Transportation/ Land Use/Housing 
10:00                              
 

Wed.                11       Board Meeting 
11:30  
 

Tuesday          17        Membership Relations Committee   
10:00 
 

Tuesday          17       Communications   
11:30                             
 

Thursday         19       Justice 

10:00            
      

Thursday         19        Gala  See p. 1 
 

Thursday         26        Education & Libraries 
 9:45                                
 

Thursday         26        Healthcare 
1:00 

C  A  L  E  N  D  A  R 

 All meetings are in the League office, 4340 Redwood Hwy. Suite F 133, 
San Rafael, unless otherwise noted.  Conference room is F 138. 

  Through study and action, we work every day to educate citizens on the important issues that impact all of us.  
The goal of the LWV is to empower citizens to shape better communities. We invite you to join us. Visit us at marinlwv.org 

marinlwv.org

