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 MONDAY January 8 
Conference Room #F-138 

11:30 coffee and conversation   
12:00-1:00 program 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MONDAY February 5 
Conference Room #F-138 

11:30 coffee and conversation   
12:00-1:30 program 

  
PROGRAM PLANNING: A REVIEW OF 

LWVMC AND LWVUS POSITIONS   
 

WHAT ACTION HAVE WE TAKEN USING 
THESE POSITIONS 

 
DO WE WANT TO MAKE ANY CHANGES TO 

THESE POSITIONS 
 

Program Planning is the cornerstone of our or-
ganization.  All program begins with the mem-

bers of Local Leagues making the League truly a 
grassroots organization 

 
JOIN US FOR A LIVELY DISCUSSION OF 
WHERE WE ARE NOW AND WHERE WE 

WOULD LIKE TO BE IN THE FUTURE. 

  News Flash:  LWVC part of coalition to Make It Fair    

 

 

End Corporate Giveaways                    
Put Californians First 

 

Make It Fair is a constitutional amendment to reform commercial property taxes, while guaranteeing existing 
protections for residential property and agricultural land. Closes the $9 billion commercial property tax loop-
hole by assessing under-valued commercial properties at their actual value. This creates a level playing field 

among businesses and ends the unfair advantage given to big corporations. Make It Fair guarantees Prop 13 
remains in effect with no changes for homeowners, residential renters and farmers. This is only about chang-
ing the commercial property tax loophole. Closing the loophole allows California to invest in schools, health 

clinics, trauma care and emergency rooms, parks, libraries and public safety. 

Watch for more details about the campaign to gather signatures to qualify this amendment for the ballot 
For more information  go to MakeitFairca.com 

MEMBER MEETINGS 

Speaker: Dr. Matt 
Willis, Public Health 

Officer for Marin 
County 

 

"Protecting Health for All in Marin: Poli-
cy Opportunities for 2018” - a discussion 
of broad public health priorities in Marin 
County and how to outline strategic poli-
cy opportunities for the League to con-
sider.   
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The Novato Green Film Series 

 

Happening: A Clean Energy Revolution 
 

With Jamie Redford, Filmmaker and Director 
 

  

 

  

Novato City Hall 
901 Sherman Avenue 
Novato, CA 94945 

Thursday, January 18,2018  
6:00—8:30 pm  
Free 

Please join the City of Novato and community partners Environmental Forum of Marin, Resilient 
Neighborhoods, and Sustainable Novato for a special screening of Happening: A Clean Energy 
Revolution followed by a Q&A session with filmmaker and director Jamie Redford!  
 
Happening follows Jamie as he embarks on a colorful personal journey into the dawn of the clean 
energy era as it creates jobs, turns profits, and makes communities stronger and healthier across 
the US. Unlikely entrepreneurs in communities from Georgetown, TX to Buffalo, NY reveal pio-
neering clean energy solutions while Jamie's discovery of how clean energy works, and what it 
means at a personal level, becomes the audiences' discovery too.  
 
Doors open at 6pm and there will be time to browse information and network with local communi-
ty organizations prior to the screening at 6:30pm.  
 
To Register 

 

 ASK BEFORE YOU SIGN – OR, THINK BEFORE YOU INK  
 

The League of Women Voters of California encourages its members and the public to be cautious during 
this period of circulation of initiative and referendum petitions.  
Voters are often asked to sign a petition “just to get it on the ballot so people can vote on it.” The League 
says to voters, “Your signature is valuable, perhaps even more valuable than your vote. Why? Because 
far fewer signatures are required to qualify a measure for the ballot than votes needed to pass it once it’s 
on the ballot. Only sign a petition for an initiative or referendum that you believe belongs on the ballot.”  
The LWVC suggests six questions voters should ask themselves to help determine whether or not to sign 
an initiative petition:  
1. Is it complex?   

2. Is it confusing?   

3. Does it belong in the Constitution?   

4. How will it be funded?   

5. Before you sign, ask about who is circulating the petition.   

6. Who is behind it?   
  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/novato-green-film-series-happening-a-clean-energy-revolution-tickets-41147320744?aff=ebdsorderfblightbox


C H E C K  O U T  O U R  W E B S I T E  

M A R I N L W V . O R G   

F O R  U P - T O - D A T E   

I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T   

L O C A L  L E A G U E  A C T I V I T I E S  

P L U S  L I N K S  T O  T H E  L A T -

E S T  N E W S  F R O M  L W V U S  

A N D  L W V C  A N D  L W V B A  
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 CLIMATE 
CHANGE  

COMMITTEE 

  

The Climate Change Com-
mittee looks to 2018 as an 
opportunity to raise the 
Marin League’s participation 
in the conversation and ac-

tions supporting efforts to combat climate change. 
Most notably, the committee will look to the five 
strategies of Drawdown: Marin for context as we 
move forward with specific actions.  
 

Drawdown: Marin states, “The County of Marin 
works with County staff and community leaders to 
develop and implement policies and create incen-
tives that will achieve dramatic greenhouse gas 
reductions, align climate action policies with the 
California Climate Adaptation Strategy and adopt 
integrated strategies to achieve a “carbon free” 
goal. Those strategies include: 

1 - 100% renewable energy 
2 – transportation 
3 – energy efficiency 
4 – local and food carbon sequestration 
5 – climate resilient communities 
 

Education will be the cornerstone of the com-
mittee’s work, which means educating ourselves as 
well as a broader audience outside of the League’s 
membership.  
 

The exciting work ahead in 2018 will be deciding 
how to carry out our mission. If you would like to 
be play a role in this committee, or just sit in and 
listen to the discussion, please plan to attend a fu-
ture Climate Change Committee meeting at the 
League office on the first Wednesday of the 
month, 9:45-11:15AM. 
 

First quarter 2018 meeting dates:  
Wednesday, January 3r   
Wednesday, February 7th    
Wednesday, March 7th 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Nancy 
Bell at nancyj.bell@comcast.net. 
                                         Nancy Bell, Climate Change 
 
 

Happy New Year from your President 
 
The Hanukkah candles have been extinguished and 
the Christmas tree has been recycled – now we’re 
gearing up to keep all those New Year resolutions 
we’ve made. 
 
Here’s 2018 in the League:  It’s a big election year, 
and I’m resolving to get us all involved in the myriad 
of voter activities that form the core of the League.  
On our plate, we have two election cycles, June and 
November, with: 

Candidate forums for City Councils and special 
districts (now that election cycles have shift-
ed) 

Pros and cons for State ballot measures (four so 
far and many more to come) 

Endorsements for local ballot measures (several 
possible, will need people to study issues) 

Ongoing voter registration drives 
Outreach activities related to Voters’ Edge (our 

statewide election database) 
 

Internally we’ll continue to keep our program com-
mittees busy:  healthcare, education, justice, gov-
ernance, climate change and transportation/land 
use/housing all have big topics under consideration. 
Look around for opportunities to participate in 
2018! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

mailto:nancyj.bell@comcast.net
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Bail Reform In 
2018?      

Surely all who came to 
the December 4th Mon-
day Member Meeting 
will agree that Mike Daly 

(Chief Probation Officer for Marin County) did a great 
job introducing not just main points in the national 
movement for bail reform but also Marin-specific in-
sights. Mike explained that for Marin bail reform is 
much more a moral issue than an economic one. For 
example, releasing arrestees with electronic monitor-
ing anklets costs about $15 per day, much less than 
the about $200 cost to the County for incarceration. 
However, scant savings would be realized by in-
creased use of monitored release because Marin’s jail 
is so small that reducing the inmate population by 
10% or even 20% would allow little reduction in staff. 
Still, the ideal as stated by the Chief Justice Rehnquist 
in U.S. v. Salerno (1987) is that, “In our society liberty 
is the norm, and detention prior to trial or without 
trial is the carefully limited exception.” 

In 2018 there will be new opportunities to examine 
and improve pretrial justice in California and in Mar-
in. Last year twin bail reform bills were introduced in 
the Senate and Assembly (SB-10/AB-42, California 
Money Bail Reform Act of 2017), which would require 
counties to conduct risk assessments and recom-
mend conditions for pre-trial release for all defend-
ants, except those arrested for violent felonies. The 
Senate bill passed, but under a lobbying deluge from 
the highly lucrative bail bonds industry the bill be-
came stalled in the Assembly*. Many representatives 
and the Governor wished to wait for a report from an 
expert panel convened by Chief Justice Cantil-
Sakauye. In October that panel (Pretrial Detention 
Reform Workgroup) released a thorough and 
thoughtful analysis concluding that,  

“California’s current pretrial release and de-
tention system unnecessarily compromises 
victim and public safety because it bases a 
person’s liberty on financial resources rather 
than the likelihood of future criminal behavior 
and exacerbates socioeconomic disparities 
and racial bias.”  

With this support there is reason for optimism as the 
tabled bill SB-10 comes up for consideration again in 
2018. 

However, in California pretrial justice systems are not 
just determined by state law, but also by each coun-
ty’s Superior Court, and that means that reform can 
also be pursued locally.  While Marin’s procedures 
have undergone significant reform already, we still 
have room for improvement, as Mike Daly explained, 
and perhaps could learn from Santa Clara, the state 
reform leader. Even so, justice systems don’t always 
function as planned, and pretrial justice is known to 
vary widely depending on prosecutor, defender and 
judge. Therefore, to learn more about day-to-day re-
alities in Marin, the Justice Committee proposes in 
2018 to observe some local bail hearings.  We are ea-
ger for volunteers and will provide a basic introduc-
tion. If you are interested, please contact Doug 
Cooper (dnwcooper@comcast.net). 
                                                           Doug Cooper, Justice 
*Both local representatives, Sen. McGuire and Assemb. Levine, 
voted in favor in 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marin County Recognizes 'Wall of Change'  
Probationers  

The Probation Department's third annual celebra-
tion honored 12 people who have turned their lives 
around.The event in the Board of Supervisors cham-
ber featured motivational speaker and comic Mi-
chael Pritchard, who has worked many years with 
probationers and young people who have experi-
enced extreme personal challenges. Pritchard and 
several other speakers saluted the Wall of Change 
honorees for committing to lead safe and sober 
lives, subsequently leading to stability and personal 
triumph. The ceremony also marked the debut of a 
short film about the Wall of Change by Oakland-
based filmmaker Vincent Cortez of Mitchell Street 
Studios.    Source:  County of Marin 

https://youtu.be/1Ge0zGGnTZo
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwvxu.org%2Fsites%2Fshared%2Fnpr%2Fstyles%2Fx_large%2Fnprshared%2F201712%2F570215179.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwvxu.org%2Fpost%2Faclu-wants-additions-bail-reform-proposal&docid=xN1mhWNljAdMOM&tbnid=LUhXaK


 
 

TRANSPORTATION/
LAND USE/HOUSING 
COMMITTEE 
 
On November 14 former Su-

pervisor Steve Kinsey, San Rafael’s consultant on solv-
ing the relocation of the Bettini Transit Center as 
SMART works to complete its tracks to Larkspur Land-
ing, brought us up to date on his efforts.     
 
 San Rafael and the Golden Gate Bridge Authority are 
coordinating their efforts and looking at three alterna-
tive relocations, but the city is unhappy with all of 
them—and the city has final authority over the loca-
tion.  A fourth option can be considered, and a Com-
munity Engagement Process is planned for February 
or March, but Steve says the public must be involved 
sooner than that.   The consultants have done their 
work; now they need to listen to the public.     
 
Our concerns resulted in a recommendation that the 
League write to the appropriate officials stressing the 
need for a clearly defined process for ongoing citizen 
involvement in the planning and design of the new 
center.  Then we plan to meet with local neighbor-
hood groups to arrive at an agreement on where we 
want the center to be located.  Kevin agreed to draft 
the letter for our board the following week.   (Update:  
the letter was approved and sent to the officials on 
Dec. 18.) 
 
Kevin also wants an organized group to follow through 
and will encourage the groups he belongs to to get 
involved.  In a letter to Kinsey in October, Kevin said 
he has been working with the Federation of San Rafael 
Neighborhoods, the San Rafael Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee, the San Pedro Road Coalition 
and the League about the time constraints in getting 
the public’s input. 
 
The TAM Expenditure Plan Advisory Committee was 
successful in arriving at its recommendation for the 
proposed sales tax renewal measure on the 2018 bal-
lot and sent it to the TAM board, which agreed not to 

ask for new funding, but only for a renewal of the 
sales tax at ½-cent for 30 years.   The remaining hurdle 
is whether the supervisors will put it on the ballot this 
year; three of them remain uncertain.  The League 
needs to play a major role in creating a “message” to 
get it on the ballot.  The League then has to decide 
whether to sign the ballot measure. 
 
On December 12 David Levin, Managing Attorney, Le-
gal Aid of Marin, said that rental rates is the biggest 
issue Legal Aid is facing, with the disabled and elderly 
among the hardest hit.  He is afraid that the Just Cause 
Eviction issue is probably out of reach, but that the 
county’s Mandatory Mediation ordinance, which re-
quires landlords seeking rent increases over 5% during 
a 12-month period to enter into mediation with their 
tenants, is possible.  The MM ordinance is a small 
thing to ask, but landlords are still opposed even 
though they could still raise rents.  (Update:  the ordi-
nance was approved by the Board of Supervisors that 
afternoon.)   He said the county is doing much better 
than local jurisdictions but that profiteering is continu-
ing.     
 
David is most concerned about the Below-Market-
Rate Housing Element Performance chart rating of 
Marin jurisdiction from 2014-2016.  He called their 
affordable housing figures “dismal”.  Even though 
some jurisdictions were able to issue permits that 
were close to or better than their two-year housing 
goals, the goals for all jurisdictions were far below the 
actual needs determined by the state. 
                                                        Judy Binsacca, T/LU/H 
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Officers: 
President:  V-Anne Chernock 
1st Vice President:  Ann Batman 
2nd Vice President: Laurie Nardone 
Secretary: Doug Cooper 
Treasurer: Regina Bianucci Rus 
 
Directors: 
Nancy Bell 
Judy Binsacca 
Michael Chernock 
John Eells  
Linda Jackson 
Anne Layzer 
Julie Monson 
Suki Sennett 
Ann Wakeley 

 

  
  

League of Women Voters of Marin County                 
4340 Redwood Hwy. Suite F-133 
San Rafael, CA  94903 

 

                                 
JANUARY 

Wed.               3      Climate Change   
10:00 
 

Friday             5 Governance      
9:30 
 

Monday          8      Member Meeting - Conference Room 
11:30                          See p. 1 
 
Tuesday         9      Transportation/Land Use/Housing  
10:00 
 

Wed.              10     Board Meeting 
11:30  
 

Thursday        11     Justice    
10:00     
                   
Tuesday         16    Membership Relations Committee   
10:00 
 

Tuesday         16   Communications    
11:30 
 

Thursday       18    Education & Libraries     
 9:45                            
 

Thursday       18    Healthcare    
1:00 

 

  

FEBRUARY 

Friday              2     Governance  
9:30 
 

Monday           5         Member Meeting - Conference Room 
11:30                             See p.1 
 

Wed.                7         Climate Change   
10:00 
 

Tuesday          13         Transportation/ Land Use/Housing 
10:00                              
 

Wed.                14       Board Meeting 
11:30  
 

Thursday         15        Justice 
10:00                 

 

Tuesday          20        Membership Relations Committee   
10:00 
 

Tuesday          20       Communications   
11:30                             
 

Thursday         22         Education & Libraries 
 9:45                                
 

Thursday         22        Healthcare 
1:00 
  

CALENDAR 

 All meetings are in the League office, 4340 Redwood Hwy. Suite F 133, San Rafael, unless otherwise noted.  Conference room is F 138. 

  Through study and action, we work every day to educate citizens on the important issues that impact all of us.  
The goal of the LWV is to empower citizens to shape better communities. We invite you to join us. Visit us at marinlwv.org 

marinlwv.org

